
Summers are quiet at the ABC-LM house in Ardmore. But our 
students are hard at work, gaining experiences to enrich their lives 
and help them get into their top choice colleges. 

Davon, a senior, studied drawing and photography and prepared 
his art portfolio at the iconic Cow House Studios in Ireland! 
He also interned at a communications firm near his home in 
Allentown, PA, assisting with their photography and social media 
needs and gaining marketable skills. Sophomore Christian 
participated in two prestigious summer enrichment programs, the 
Summer Institute for the Gifted at Princeton University, and Explo 
at Yale University. 

Meanwhile Akili, a junior, and Nicholas, a sophomore, got their 
first tastes of college. Akili visited schools throughout New 
England with the National ABC College Tour, helping him decide 
where he will apply next year. When not touring, Akili built his 
resume and life experiences by working his first regular job 
at a waterpark near his home. Nicholas experienced a college 
environment and expanded his math and English skills by taking 
courses at Union County College. He also pitched in significantly 
at home, aiding his family in their move from Elizabeth City to 
Cranford, NJ. 

Our two freshmen, Tarie and Khalil, spent their summer as 
middle-school graduates at home in Washington, DC, where 
they both live. Tarie participated in an arts and entrepreneurship 
program, while Khalil focused his attention on building and 
refining his basketball skills. All their efforts paid off. Tarie learned 
valuable skills, and Khalil made the freshmen practice team at 
Lower Merion High School. 

ABC-LM is proud of our scholars and the year-round work they do 
to further academic careers and life experiences. Their summer 
experiences are made possible through a combination of funding 
sources, including money earned by the students themselves, 
contributed by their families, and through the generosity of ABC-
LM donors like you. 

Cool Work in the Summertime
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House Notes



Tarie, 14 (left), and Khalil, 15 (right), are our first-ever new students from the same school! Both 
boys attended DC Prep Benning Middle School in Washington, D.C. At Lower Merion, Tarie has 
joined the Investment Club. His role in the ABC House is co-chair of activities and social media.  
Khalil, who is interested in biology and engineering, is involved with pre-season basketball and  

also the Investment Club. His role in the ABC House is chair of social media.  

New Additions
We are happy to welcome two new 
academic tutors who reside in the house. 
Carlos Buenaflor is a graduate of LaSalle 
University where he was a biology 
major.  In addition to tutoring at ABC-
LM, he serves as a mentor to middle 
school STEM students in Philadelphia. 
Carlos also works an Emergency Medical 
Technician and plans to attend medical 
school.  His hobby is USA Powerlifting.

Maria Minaya Cruz graduated from 
Bryn Mawr College where she majored 
in Math and did a double minor in 
Education and Italian. She works as a 
bilingual counseling assistant in two 
Philadelphia schools where she serves 
as an interpreter for Spanish-speaking 
students and their families. In her free 
time, Maria enjoys running.

Christopher Williams is the new After 
School Supervisor in the house. “Mr. 
Chris” is a jack-of-all trades who greets 
the boys after school, cooks, cleans, and 
helps with homework. The father of three 
daughters, Chris was drawn to work at 
ABC House because of his strong calling 
to mentor young men. After 20 years of 
working at Arco Chemical Company as 
a lab supervisor, Chris earned an M.S. 
in Education Technology and has been 
teaching and tutoring high school students 
ever since.

Volunteers
We welcome our new volunteers! 

George Buckman -  facilities committee 

Julie Hochman - academic advisor

Jennifer and Michael Morrissey  
- host family

Rebecca Flegal and Brian Joseph  
- host family. 

Keep up with ABC-LM!
Learn what we are doing! 

Follow us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/abclowermerion

Check out our new website! 
abclowermerion.bravesites.com

Link to our Wishlist:  

https://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/
wishlist/28A2IW6PBZTS4/ref= 
cm_sw_em_r_z_g__wb

In the Community

Meet Our Freshmen! 
Give a big ABC-LM Welcome to DC Freshmen Khalil and Tarie!

In the News

The Junior Women’s Community Club of Narberth selected 
ABC-LM as the recipient of their annual fundraiser, Girl’s 
Night Out, to take place on March 7, 2019 at the Merion 
Tribute House in Merion, PA.  JWCCN is a non-political, non-
denominational club dedicated to fellowship, service, and 
sociability. Watch for more notifications about this March 
event so you can support both worthy groups!

We are especially enthusiastic about our renewed partnership 
with Haverford College. We have greatly appreciated a recent 
service project by the Haverford students in the Horizons 
Leadership Institute, sponsored by the College’s Office of the 
8th Dimension, working under the auspices of their Center for 

Peace and Global Citizenship. The students helped us prepare 
the ABC-LM House for our scholars’ return in September.  
Many Haverford freshmen also toured the ABC-LM House, 
led by Senior Davon and Freshman Tarie. We successfully 
recruited students to assist as tutors and event volunteers. 

And we’re still loving our fantastic house makeover! It’s a gift 
that continues to benefit everyone in the House every day. 
Endless thanks to the generosity of our community donors 
and volunteers, especially: Coakley/Weaver design; Nolan 
Painting; Farryn Electric; Ricciardi Brothers; Brian Walters, 
Factotum; Details Lighting; Sarah Bloom Photography; and to 
Project Director Melissa Bollmann-Jenkins. 

ABC-LM off to a great start!

(Top) Akili, Davon, Tarie 
(Front) Nick, Khalil, Christian

New Tutor Carlos Buenaflor – Biology 
Major/Pre-Med from LaSalle University

Tarie and Family Khalil and Family 

New Tutor Maria Minaya – Math Major/
Pre-Law from Bryn Mawr College

Afterschool Coordinator Christopher 
Williams – Retired Scientist & Educator 
Ed Technology/Keller Graduate School 
of Management

Support Our Mission
It’s easy to donate or volunteer!  

Go to http://abclowermerion.com/donate/

ABC Lower Merion is totally dependent on contributions from caring 
 friends and neighbors. All donations are 100% tax deductible.



Ugo Obieshi, ABC-LM Class of 2012, graduated from Syracuse University with a degree in 
Mechanical Engineering in 2016 and has been working since then for Chrysler in Michigan 
as a Calibration Engineer. Ugo is logging a lot of hours at work these days, but when he 
finds the time he enjoys tinkering with his collection of “fixer-upper” cars. He remembers 
his time at ABC very fondly and credits his fascination with car tinkering to the time 
spent with his “host brother” in their garage. Ugo is thriving in his car-centered life in the 
Midwest, but he misses the East Coast life and his family in Bridgeport, Connecticut.

Richard Fernandez, ABC-LM Class of 2004, came to us of from Brooklyn, NY and liked 
Lower Merion so much he decided to stay. Richard graduated from Drexel University in 
2009 with a degree in Business Law. He is currently the Sales Manager at BMW of the Main 
Line in Bala Cynwyd. The proud father of a 12-year-old daughter, the family recently traveled 
to the Dominican Republic for a vacation and family wedding. Richard has remained in 
very close contact with his “Host Parents,” Brad and Mia Aronson. Godfather to one of the 
Aronson’s sons, Richard says they consider one another as family and as “sounding boards 
in work and life.”  

Dwayne Brown, ABC-LM Class of 1999, graduated from Ithaca College in 2003 with a degree 
in athletic training and exercise science. His interest in the body and athletics was spurred 
in part by family experiences, and in part by playing football and wrestling at Lower Merion. 
Dwayne is now a master coach and owns his own business, Starting Line Fitness. He owns 
a condo in Brooklyn, NY, his hometown, where he lives with his wife and two young sons. In 
Dwayne’s own words, “Life is pretty great right now.” He credits ABC-LM with setting him 
up to be successful in college and in life. 

ABC In Lower Merion, P.O Box 213 
Ardmore, PA 19003

ABC-LM Transforms Lives!


