House Notes
Congratulations, Graduates!

Senior Davon Collins, seen here
addressing guests at the ABC Open
House in April, graduates from
Lower Merion High School in June.
Davon will attend Howard University
in Washington, D.C., where he will
study communications. Howard is
the top-rated coeducational HBCU
(Historically Black Colleges and
Universities).

More celebrations are in order for Layvon McClean and Yuejay Reeves, ABC-LM students
from the LMHS class of 2015. Layvon graduates this month from Tufts University, where he
majored in biology. Yuejay graduates from Bowdoin College and plans to pursue a career in
finance. Congratulations to all of our 2019 graduates and best wishes for future success!
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THANK YOU to the Junior Women’s Community Club of Narberth
and the generous women who attended their annual Girls’ Night
Out fundraising event, benefitting ABC-LM. JWCCN’s generous
contribution of $2,000 will cover six months’ of SAT tutoring for
the next year’s ABC-LM scholars.
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Open House at ABC-LM
ABC-LM is grateful to the donors and other community
advocates who gathered for an Open House at the ABC
House in Ardmore last month. Community leaders, including
Commissioner Anthony Stevenson, came to show support,
as did longtime financial supporters including Buck Scott,
Jay Goldberg, Lucy Bell Sellers, and Lon and Jan Homeier.
Alumnus Richard Fernandes (LMHS 2004, Drexel 2009) told
the audience how ABC impacted his life and made possible
his current career as a successful businessman. Scholars
Davon Collins (LMHS 2019) and Christian Owusu (LMHS
2021) spoke about how ABC-LM is enabling them to realize
their dreams for success. All of ABC-LM’s current students
pitched in to ensure a successful event. Akili and Nick sold
t-shirts, and freshmen Tarie and Khalil greeted and signed in
our honored guests. ABC-LM is proud of all of our scholars
and alumni and grateful to our supporters, who make such
a difference.

Board Members Bev Keith (L) and Steve Holstad (R), flank ABC-LM
alumnus Richard Fernandes and his girlfriend, April Roldan.

Longtime supporter Lucy Bell Sellers, 2nd from left, catches up on house news with
Board members John Emery, Nathalie Sondheimer, and Jane Alavi.

Scholar Nick and Resident Tutor Maria Cruz help
to fundraise by selling ABC t-shirts.

Former Board Member Jay Goldberg and Resident Director Leann
Ayers enjoy the festivities.

Board Member Terri Tyler tries to solve Scholar Tarie’s ABC
House Mystery Quiz.

Former Board President Curtis Wilson, Lower Merion Commissioner
Anthony Stevenson, and Board Member Terri Tyler.

Keep up with ABC-LM!
Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/abclowermerion
Check out our new website! abclowermerion.bravesites.com
Purchase items from our Wishlist: http://bit.ly/ABCLM-WishList

Board Member Terri Tyler engages with supporter
Mr. Alan Tripp.

Scholar Khalil visits with his academic advisor, Julie Hochman, and her
husband, Alan.

Support Our Mission
It’s easy to donate or volunteer!
Go to http://abclowermerion.com/donate
ABC Lower Merion is totally dependent on contributions from caring
friends and neighbors. All donations are 100% tax deductible.
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Farewell, Soryl
A hearty THANK YOU and a
fond farewell go to long-time
board member Soryl Angel
who is moving to Michigan
to be with her daughter and
grandchildren. Soryl joined the
ABC-LM Board 10 years ago,
when she was running the
Writing Center (now Learning
Center) at LMHS. She has been
an active volunteer, pitching
in wherever there was need, in
addition to serving as academic
advisor to two scholars and
serving on committees. Soryl
managed to be a strong advocate for the boys while at the
same time holding them to the
highest standards. It’s a difficult balance to achieve, and she did it well.
We will miss her contributions and her broad smile.

In Memoriam
We mourn the passing of two members
of our extended ABC-LM family. Jack Bogle,
founder and CEO of The Vanguard Group,
was a pivotal donor, supporting ABC-LM
consistently and generously since 1994.
Known for his integrity and philanthropy,
Mr. Bogle personally identified with ABC-LM’s
mission of changing lives by offering
educational opportunities.
Richard Driansky, of Penn Valley, PA,
was board member for nearly 20 years. A
resolute believer in the power of education,
Rich worked on the Selection and College
Committees, always encouraging the scholars
to aim high and achieve their goals.
We are deeply grateful to both and send our
condolences to their families.

