House Notes
ABC-LM Spotlight: Meet Davon
A Passion for Social Justice and the Arts
Friendly, outgoing Davon is an ABC scholar with a lot of passion
– mostly for social justice, the arts, and making the most of his
years at Lower Merion High School. “I’m really proud of the way
I’m using the resources at LM,” he says.
A junior, Davon is the assistant director for Hairspray, this fall’s
musical production. The show features themes of inclusion and
racial diversity, and it is no accident that Davon is involved.
“I was a fighting force for more diversity and outreach in [our
theater group]. Since I’d put in so much work and energy already,
it was the right time to go out for assistant director.” Davon is
having fun and learning a lot. “The director and I have the same
hopes and dreams for the show. And we have such a talented cast!”
Davon contributes in many other areas at the high school as well.
He is active in Students Advocating for Gender Equality (SAGE),
runs an online art magazine, Inside Out, with a friend; and reads
the morning announcements. In the past Davon has also run
track and played rugby.

Preparing for a bright future

“I’m really proud of the way
I’m using the resources at
Lower Merion.”
— Davon

Academically, Davon is just as passionate. He took Physics
Honors over the summer to create room in his schedule for four
art classes this year. He is also taking AP English and Honors
Spanish, History, and Pre-Calculus. Davon is impressed that
teachers are willing to work individually with him to make sure
he does well. “I really appreciate that,” he says.
Davon has started SAT tutoring and is looking forward to all of the
additional supports in the college process that ABC-LM provides.
“I’m first-generation American and first-generation everything.
My parents aren’t familiar with the process,” he says. “They aren’t
able to help.” The ABC staff and volunteers are ready and eager to
provide this bright, energetic young man with everything he needs
to be accepted at a great college.
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New Beginnings...
Say hello to our new house members!
Nicholas (left) and Christian (right) are both 14-year-olds
from New Jersey. Nicholas, from Elizabeth, is taking
Foundations of Engineering and Design H (Honors) in
addition to his regular academic course load. He joined
the Dogma Robotics Club. Christian, from Jersey City,
chose Film and Photography H as his elective. He plays
JV football. They join upperclassmen Brandon, Davon,
Akili, and Eric. Everyone is excited for the coming year!

...and Happy Endings!

ABC-LM student Romani Campbell, center, with housemate
Davon and tutor Olu Adetiba (right), at his graduation from
Lower Merion High School, 2017. Romani is a freshman at
Howard University, where he received a generous academic
scholarship!

ABC-LM Board members Paul Elcock (left) and Jay Fritz
(right), both previous Resident Directors, along with Jay’s
wife, Missy Fritz; cheer on ABC-LM alumnus Jamieson
Avillan at his graduation from Temple University this spring.

ABC-LM’s 2017-18 Scholars!
(left to right) Davon, Christian, Eric,
Akili, Brandon, (top row) Nicholas.

In the News
ABC-LM Wins Second
Rotary Club Grant
Thank you to the Rotary Club of
Ardmore for awarding ABC-LM a
Community Allocations Grant for
the second year. The generous grant
will allow ABC-LM to repeat its
highly successful Family Orientation
Weekend. During the fall, ABC-LM
hosts scholars’ families in Ardmore
for a weekend of team building and
socializing with the adults who will
help shape their sons’ lives. Developing
relationships among families, host
families, staff members, and academic
advisors helps build a network of trust
that promotes the scholars’ success.

Computer Science. She worked with
teens at a computer camp and youth
center and is committed to issues of
overlooked communities. She also
loves musical theater, making short
films, and “the highly underrated
sport of ultimate Frisbee.”
Alicia Kopp, Wellness and Activities
Coordinator (bottom right photo),
has already impressed the scholars
with her thoughtfulness – she greets
them with home-baked snacks after
school — and adventurous field
trips. Alicia has a Master’s degree in
Community Counseling and over 30
years’ experience working in not-forprofit organizations in our community.

Newest Additions

Keep up with ABC-LM!

Our new Resident Director Leann Ayers
(top right photo) boasts a long career
in policy work on behalf of children and
families. Her own two children are in
college. Her new job “combines being
a mom, which I enjoy, with my skills in
youth development, to the benefit of
the boys in the house.” The students
agree. “She really cares about us,”
says Davon. Leann lives in the house
with her dog, Bear.

Enjoy learning about ABC?

Leann Ayers (left), Emma Brown (right)

Please follow us on Facebook at
facebook.com/abclowermerion

and view our website at:
abclowermerion.bravesites.com

Tutor Emma Brown (top right photo)
recently graduated from Franklin and
Marshall with a degree in Business and

Welcome and thank you to our
new volunteers!
• Board members: Paul Elcock,
Sheryl Garton, Peter Gilligan, Ilene Rosen,
and Paula Singer. Paul is a former ABC-LM tutor
and Resident Director.
• Academic advisor: Maria Wells
• Host families: Darryl and Diane Williams,
Jonathan and Jennifer Goodman

Alicia Kopp

Support ABC-LM!
ABC Lower Merion is totally dependent on contributions
from caring friends and neighbors. All donations are
100% tax deductible. Donating is easy! Please go to:
http://abclowermerion.bravesites.com/get-involved
or send a check made out to A Better Chance in Lower
Merion, P.O. Box 213 Ardmore, PA 19003

ABC In Lower Merion, P.O Box 213
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Alumni Update
Jonathan Viera, LMHS 2007
Attended: Bowdoin College
Graduated: 2011
Major: Environmental Studies and Spanish
From: Puerto Rico and New York
Lives: Near Portland, ME
What he does now: “I work in disability insurance as a claims analyst. I never
saw myself as a corporate kind of guy but I love what I do. There’s a sense of
fulfillment. My clients are going through a difficult time. After talking to me
they know things are going to be okay!”

“I was on a path to nowhere in
the Bronx. The program rescued
me. Without ABC I wouldn’t be
where I am today.”
— Jonathan Viera,
LMHS class of 2007

Outside of work: “Exploring new restaurants in Portland is by far my favorite!
I also like to catch up with friends at a local brewery, check out farmers’
markets, and run around Portland’s 3.5 mile Back Cove Trail.”
Most recent accomplishment: “I bought a house! So another thing I do a
lot is go to Home Depot ; ).”
Next adventure: “I’m traveling with a friend for my first trip out West,
to Seattle. The trip just happens to coincide with my birthday. I’m super
excited!”

